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The Crocus Project

The Crocus Project is an Irish initiative introduced in 2005 to mark the establishment of
Holocaust Education Ireland. It started as a project for 5th and 6th class in primary
schools when we had 169 schools participating across the island of Ireland. By 2024 we
welcomed more than 400 Irish schools (primary and post-primary) and had expanded
into eleven European countries.

Thatyear we had more than 40,000 school children participating in the Crocus Project as
wellas 200,000 in Europe. As the crocus reproduces each year, we hope one day, to have
more than 1.5 million crocuses flowering across Ireland and Europe in memory of all the
children who died in the Holocaust, as well as those caught up in conflicts past and
present. Each year the number of participants will increase.

Holocaust Education Ireland provides schools with yellow crocus bulbs for pupils aged
ten years and over to plant in memory of all the children who perished in the Holocaust
(Jews and non-Jews). The yellow flowers recall the yellow Stars of David that all Jewish
people had to wear under Nazi rule. Crocuses bloom around the end of January, about
the time of international Holocaust Memorial Day. When people admire the yellow
flowers, the young people explain why they planted them and what happened to the
children.

Engaging young people in planting the flowers and watching them grow, provides a simple
conduit for them to learn about the Holocaust and the dangers of racism, and all forms
of discrimination and hatred. That is why the Crocus Project commemorates all children
lost in conflict, past and present. Young people learn about the importance of respect,
inclusion, equality and acceptance for all people.

There is no charge for participating in the Crocus Project. We want everyone to avail of
our programmes and projects gratis so that no one will be precluded from participating
in them due to financial constraints. Holocaust Education Ireland provides teachers and
educators with crocus bulbs and a Teacher’s Handbook as well as guidance about the
project that includes information and age-appropriate material. The handbook is
available in English and as gaelige as well as eleven European languages.
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We urgently need a benefactor or a foundation who would like to support the Crocus
Project in Europe. It very satisfying to see the projects that young people create in their
own countries and language. The European countries are very keen to participate but
recently, we had to limit participation due to lack of funding. Now, more than ever, there
is a huge interest in involving young people in this international programme where they
can meet and exchange experiences through The Crocus club, with other children in
other lands. Hence, barriers break down and inclusion becomes the norm.



